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UM PRESIDENT RICHARD BOWERS RECEIVES LETTER 
FROM NCAA COMMITTEE ON INFRACTIONS 
4-7-75 
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It was announced today by Dr. Richard C. Bowers, president of the University of 
Montana, that the University has received a letter from the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association Committee on Infractions stating the findings of that committee resulting 
from a March 22 hearing attended by UM officials in New Orleans, La. 
The hearing was related to the "Official Inquiry" forwarded to the University May 14, 
1974, in which violations of NCAA legislation were alleged, some of which related to the 
use of work study funds. 
In the letter relating the findings it was stated that "the Committee on Infractions 
reviewed all aspects of this case, including the information submitted by the University 
and the NCAA investigative staff. The committee found that the University of Montana 
violated several NCAA rules and regulations." 
The letter further stated that: "Based upon these findings of violations, the 
Committee on Infractions voted to privately reprimand the University of Montana. In 
arriving at this penalty, the committee noted that the involvements of University 
representatives and, in particular; director of athletics Jack Swarthout to intentionally 
circumvent NCAA legislation could not be established; further, that absent involvement of 
Mr. Swarthout and other institutional employees in willful circumvention of NCAA rules 
and regulations, the committee did not believe any different penalty would be appropriate." 
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When asked about the specific violations the NCAA Committee on Infractions did find, 
President Bowers indicated they included: (1) payment of some income taxes of students 
resulting from income from work study employment, (2) compensating student athletes for 
recruiting prospective student athletes, (3) not providing adequate supervision to insure 
athletes worked all the hours for which they were paid or to insure they were paid 
appropriate compensation, (4) that the signature of the regular financial aid authority 
was affixed by an athletic department secretary without his knowledge, and (5) that the 
written statement of awards given prospective athletes contained an improper statement of 
the work that would be required of them. 
When asked whether the University would exercise its right to appeal these findings, 
President Bowers responded that he felt neither the conclusion nor the reprimand by the 
Committee on Infractions seemed unreasonable, that all these matters have since been 
corrected, and that the University had no present intent to appeal the decision of the 
committee. 
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